
East Park Academy

SEND Information report



What is the purpose of East Park Academy’s 
Information Report?

 This report is designed to provide information to parents and carers about what to expect for 
their child if they attend our school

 This reports provides answers for a range of key questions about SEND including the provision 
that we provide

 This report can be read in conjunction with Wolverhampton’s Local Offer which can be accessed 
here 
http://win.wolverhampton.gov.uk/kb5/wolverhampton/directory/localoffer.page?localoffercha
nnel=0

http://win.wolverhampton.gov.uk/kb5/wolverhampton/directory/localoffer.page?localofferchannel=0


What are the aims of our provision for pupils with 
SEN and/or disability?

 We aim that pupils at East Park with SEN and/or disability will:

- be able to access the full curriculum through appropriate levels of scaffolding and support 

- be able to access their learning environment with any reasonable adjustments made to achieve           
this

- receive appropriate levels of intervention to enable them to make progress

- receive support for their emotional well-being 

alongside their learning needs

- engage in activities of the school alongside pupils who do not have 

SEN

- achieve their full potential during their time at our school



What kinds of SEN do East Park provide for?

 Children and young people with SEN have different needs, but typically all children with SEN, but without an 
Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) are welcome to apply for a place at our school. We aim to provide provision 
in response to the four broad areas of need:

- communication and interaction

- cognition and learning

- social, mental and emotional health

- sensory and/or physical

 For children with an EHCP, parents have the right to request

a particular school and the local authority must comply with that

preference unless:

- it would be unsuitable for the age, ability or SEN of the child

or young person

or

- the attendance of the child or young person would be incompatible  

with the efficient education of others, or the efficient use of resources



How do we know if children need extra help?

 We know if a pupil needs help if:

- concerns are raised by parents/carer, external agencies, teachers, the pupils’ previous school or the pupil 

themselves

- screening, such as that completed on entry or as a result of a concern being raised, indicates a gap in 

knowledge or skills

- whole school tracking of attainment outcomes indicates

lack of expected progress or low levels of attainment 

compared to the expected standard

- an observation of the pupil indicates that they have 

additional needs

 Concerns may be raised about progress in areas other than attainment, 

for example social needs

 It is important to recognise that slow progress and low attainment do not

automatically mean that a child is identified as having SEN



What is our approach to teaching pupils with SEN?

 Teachers are responsible and accountable for the progress and development of all pupils in their class. High 
quality teaching is our first step in responding to pupils who have SEN. 

 Class teachers will lead the learning and provision for children with SEN in their class to ensure that progress can 
be made – this will include making reasonable adjustments within the classroom and providing learning 
opportunities that are additional to and different from their peers, including targeted interventions

 Interventions can include 1:1 or small group work to support with fine motor skills, gross motor skills, phonics 
and working memory

 Children identified with SEN have their own individual targets set throughout 

each term and support within class and interventions are put in place to

ensure that progress is made

 Our school SENCo closely monitors the progress and attainment of children 

identified as having SEN and will support teachers and liaise with 

external agencies as required 



What adaptations to the curriculum and learning 
environment will we make?
 We make the following adaptations to ensure that all pupils’ needs are met:

- our curriculum is differentiated to ensure all pupils are able to access it e.g. lesson content, scaffolding, 
appropriate levels of support and questioning

- adaptation of resources and staffing

-using recommended strategies from advice provided by external agencies

- differentiating our teaching e.g. providing longer processing time, pre-teaching of key vocabulary

- using a range of learning resources within lessons to support learning e.g. pencil grips, writing slopes, 
phonics mats, concrete resources in maths; or specialist equipment

 Our Roots and Shoots provision can also be accessed as an intervention

for children who require a smaller group provision to support with their

cognition and learning or communication and interaction needs   

 Our school’s accessibility measures include our main reception being 

accessible by wheelchair and accessible toilet facilities are available.                                                  



How do we identify pupils with SEN and assess 
their needs?

• At East Park we follow the graduated approach the four part cycle of assess, plan, do and review model 
to support children with SEND so that provision meets their needs and that their progress is monitored.

• Class teachers, in liaison with our school SENCo, will develop a good understanding of each pupils’ 
individual needs. This will include:

- teacher assessment information
- pupil observations
- other teachers’ assessment where appropriate 
- the views and experiences of parents
- the pupils’ own views
- advice from external agencies 

• Assessments will be reviewed regularly. All teachers and support staff who
work with the pupil will be made aware of their needs, current
targets, the support being provided and any teaching strategies or
approaches that are required

• The effectiveness of support and interventions will be reviewed regularly.



How do we identify pupils with SEN and assess 
their needs?
 The assess, plan, do, review cycle is as follows:

 For a small percentage of pupils, whose needs are significant and complex and the SEN

support required to meet their needs cannot be met within our schools’ resources, a request will be 

made to the local authority to conduct an assessment of education, health and care needs. This may 

result in an Education, Health and Care (EHC) plan being provided.

Stage Actions

Assess Assessments are made using school data, 1:1 assessments and pupil 
observations

Plan Specific outcomes are planned for with ‘additional to and different 
from’ support identified and a provision map is created

Do Strategies will be implemented – progress will be closely monitored. 

Review Progress is reviewed – external agency support may be sought if pupil 
progress is limited despite intervention and high levels of support



What support will there be for my child’s overall 
well being?
 Our school offers a wide range of pastoral support for both pupils and their families led by our Pastoral team and 

school mentors. We aim for this support to improve interaction skills, emotional resilience and well-being. 
Support can include:

- 1:1 mentoring

- small group nurture groups

- Circle of Friends intervention

- emotional support within class

- external agency support including Believe to Achieve

 Our PSHE curriculum aims to provide our children with the knowledge,

understanding and skills that they need to enhance their emotional and 

social knowledge and well-being                                                                                  

 Pupils with SEN are encouraged to apply for our range of pupil jobs

 We were proud to be awarded ‘The Well Being Award for Schools’ in 

December 2018



How will my child be included in activities outside 
of the classroom, including school trips?
 All children are included in all parts of the school curriculum and we aim for all children to be included on school 

trips. We will provide the necessary support and staffing to ensure that this can be successful and will discuss this 
with parents when required. 

 All of our extra-curricular activities are available to all pupils, including Xtra Parkers, our before and after school 
provision

 All pupils are encouraged to take part in school events including sports day

and school plays

 Risk assessments are carried out and procedures are put in place to enable all

children, for whom reasonable adjustments can be made, to participate in all 

school activities 



How will my child’s medical needs be met?
 Pupils with medical needs will be provided with a detailed Individual Health and Care Plan, compiled in 

partnership with our school Health and Safety Officer, parents and school nurse if appropriate

 Staff who volunteer to administer and supervise medications, will complete formal training and be verified by 
the school nurse as being competent

 All medicine administration procedures adhere to the Department of Education (DfE) guidelines included within 
‘Supporting pupils at school with medical conditions’ (DfE 2014)



How do we involve pupils and parents?
 We will have an initial discussion with a pupil and their parents when identifying whether a pupil needs special educational 

provision. These make conversations make sure that:

- everyone develops a good understanding of the pupils’ strengths and difficulties

- parental concerns are voiced

- everyone understands the agreed outcomes sought for the child

- everyone is clear on what the next steps are

 We will formally notify parents when it is decided that a pupil will receive

SEN support; pupil voice is collected each half term

 Parents will be involved at regular points including:

- SEN meetings to discuss specific matters and progress being made

- parents’ evenings

- meetings with external support agencies

 Our school has an ‘open door’ policy – we invite you to communicate with

us if you have concerns or would like to discuss your child’s provision 



How do we develop the expertise of our staff?
 At East Park, our SENCo is allocated time to lead SEND provision across our school. This includes supporting staff 

and children in class, leading support provided by external agencies and liaising with parents.

 We have a member of support staff allocated to each class throughout our year groups to ensure that children 
are able to receive an appropriate level of support and interventions.

 Specific SEND staff meetings are held each term to ensure that staff subject knowledge an expertise is regularly 
reviewed and updated. Staff have received training in providing support

and scaffolding within lessons , leading a range of interventions including

phonics, spelling, working memory and nurture and strategies for 

supporting children with social and emotional needs 

 CPD is regularly provided by our school Educational Psychologist and 

Specialist SEND teacher                                                                                                    



How do we work with other agencies?
 We access support from a range of health and social care bodies, local authority support services and voluntary 

sector organisations in the meeting the needs of pupils’ with SEN and their families.

 As a school, we work closely with our Educational Psychologist and Specialist SEND teacher who visit our school 
on a weekly basis. Our SENCo leads a planning meeting at the start of each term to coordinate this support to 
ensure that children are prioritised accordingly.

 We also work closely with any external agencies that we feel are

relevant to supporting individual children’s needs within our school

including GPs, school nurse, CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental

Health Service), speech and language therapists, occupational and

physiotherapists, outreach and children’s services including Early

Help locality teams and social workers



How do we ensure that our school’s resources are 
allocated and matched to children’s needs?
 We receive funding to respond to the needs of pupils with SEND:

- The Notional SEN budget – this is a fund devolved to each school to support them to meet the needs

of pupils with SEND. At East Park, we use this funding to support pupils within the classroom, to fund  

interventions and to purchase specific resources. 

- Children with complex needs, including those children with an EHCP, may be allocated additional  
funding that is used specifically to support their needs – this may                                                            
include funding a place within our Roots and Shoots provision 



How do we support pupils moving phases, 
transferring school or joining our school?
 On entry:

- a planned induction will take place during the Summer term for our new reception or nursery intake. 

This will include a home visit, setting visits if appropriate, an induction session for parents and stay and play 
visits for children. Additional meetings may take place if a child is identified as having SEND to ensure a 
smooth transition 

 Transition from another setting:

- previous school records will be requested and an induction visit will take place in school; additional  
transition can be added if required

 Transition to another setting:

- school records will be transferred within ten working days to your                                                           
child’s new school

 High school transition:

- parents will be encouraged to consider options for the next phase of 

their child’s education. Transition meetings will take place and additional

induction visits may be planned

-



How do we evaluate the effectiveness of our SEN 
provision?
 We evaluate the effectiveness of our provision for pupils with SEN by:

- reviewing pupils’ individual progress towards their goals

- reviewing the impact of interventions

- using pupil, staff and parent questionnaires

- observing lessons and interventions

- monitoring books 

- holding annual reviews for pupils with EHC plans



Who are our key contacts for SEND?

 SENCo – Amy Parkes 

 Strategic Lead for Inclusion – Karen Jones 

 SEND governor – Pete Tarbuck

 Contact details:

01902 558899

inclusion@eastparkacademy.com

 Wolverhampton SEND Information and Advice Service – https://wolvesiass.org/

This SEND information report will be reviewed every year. It will be updated if any changes

to the information are made during the year.

mailto:inclusion@eastparkacademy.com
https://wolvesiass.org/

